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Great Saint Poets of India (Part 3) 
Written and Compiled by Mrs. Gayathri Vempati 

Guru Nanak (1469-1538 AD) 
 
Guru Nanak, the founder of Sikhism was another great preacher of the 
Bhakti message during the times of Bhakti Movement in India. He was 
born in Talwandi in 1469 AD. He spent his whole life preaching universal 
brotherhood, religious tolerance, and unity of the godhead.. He condemned 
caste distinctions, idol worship, rituals, and ceremonies. According to him, 
good deeds alone shall be counted in God’s court.  
 
 
He advised his followers to achieve a state of 
mind where there is neither pain, nor happiness 
and preached that this state could be attained by 
constant recitation of the Sat Naam or the sacred 
name of God. He also preached that one can 
achieve salvation through disciplined meditation 
on the divine ‘s name.  
As a result of his simple teachings, Guru Nanak 
had many followers who came to be known as 
Sikhs. He died in 1538 AD at the age of 69. 

 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu (1485-1534 AD): 
 
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu (“Lord Chaitanya) was the greatest and most popu-
lar of  Vaishnava saints. He was born in a Brahmin family of Nadia in 
West Bengal in 1485 AD. He left his home at the age of 24 and spent the 
rest of his life preaching the message of love and devotion. He became so 
popular that his followers came to regard him as an incarnation or avatar of 
Lord Krishna. 
 
In His youth, Chaitanya was known as Nimai Pandit. He gained early fame 
as the world’s eminent scholar of the Vedas and was able to defeat by logic 
and argument of any philosophical opposition. 
The next phase of His mission was to popularize the public chanting of  
Hare Krishna mantra: 
 
Hare Krishna Hare Krishna   Krishna Krishna Hare Hare 
Hare Rama Hare Rama          Rama Rama Hare Hare 
 
 According to many references in  sacred teachings of  Vedas, chanting this 
simple mantra is the most highly recommended means of achieving spiritu-
al perfection available in the modern age. 
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Lord Chaitanya is the Supreme Personality of Godhead Himself, appearing 
as His own devotee, teaching how  best to  practice Krishna consciousness 
by His own most authorized example. 
 
He debated with some of the most respected Vedic scholars of His day—
Kesava Kashmiri, Sarvabhauma Bhattacharya, and Prakashananda          
Sarasvati. Chaitanya was able to convince each one of them that the wor-
ship of the Personality of God is superior to any 
other philosophical system. 
 
He also challenged the religious establishment by 
emphasizing spiritual equality of all living beings, 
insisting that anyone can become a devotee of 
Krishna and even a spiritual master—regardless of 
social position, caste. 
His unique position as Krishna appearing as His 
own devotee has another component, which is that 
He wished to experience the most sublime spiritu-
al emotions of Srimati Radharani—Krishna’s own 
internal potency and greatest devotee. As a result 
of experiencing such uncommon spiritual deep ecstasy of Krishna con-
sciousness, Chaitanya Mahaprabhu often manifested extreme bodily symp-
toms that are almost unbelievable. 
Thanks to the extensive notes taken by Lord Chaitanya’s chief associates 
during His brief (forty-eight years) lifetime, the devotee-author Krishnadas 
Kaviraj Goswami was able to compile a biography of Lord Chaitanya’s 
later years and teachings, entitled Chaitanya Charitamrita. This epic, multi-
volume work explains the most advanced teachings of Krishna conscious-
ness. 
 
He was popularly known as Mahaprabhu. Like other preachers of the 
Bhakti cult, he too did not believe in caste distinctions and rituals. He 
preached faith in Vishnu and believed that through love and devotion, song 
and dance, a state of bliss could be achieved in which the personal pres-
ence of God could be realized. His teachings influenced lot of people and 
had many followers in Bengal, Orissa,  other parts of eastern India and all 
over the world . 
 
Ramananda 
 
Ramananda, the fifth in apostolic succession to Sri Ramanuja, was the con-
necting link between the Bhakti movements of the South and the North. He 
was born in a Brahmin family of Allahabad, and he probably lived during 
the last quarter of the fourteenth and the first half of the fifteenth centuries. 
He was at first an Advaitin but became a Vaishnavite under the influence 
of Raghavananda. He was a bold and uncompromising reformer who intro-
duced some radical changes in Vaishnavism. 
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He founded a new school of Vaishnavism 
based on the doctrine of love and devotion. 
He ignored caste distinctions. He introduced 
the cult of    Rama and Sita in place of Krish-
na and Radha. His followers were called Ra-
manandis. 
 
Some of his disciples became founders of 
different schools which spread the Bhakti cult 
widely in Northern and Central India. Rama-
nanda occupies a unique place in the history 
of  religion in medieval India.  
 
It is believed that Kabir, Guru Nanak, Chaitanya Mahaprabhu and Rama-
nanda are considered as famous saint poets in North India. These saints 
spread  Bhakti by participating actively in the Bhakti Movement. 
 
Mirabai (1498-1546)  
 
Mirabai was a great saint of the Bhakti movement, belonging to the 16th-
century and was a great devotee of Lord Krishna. She was a celebrated 
Bhakti saint, particularly in  North Indian Hindu tradition. She composed 
several songs and poems in reverence of Krishna. 
 
Mirabai ‘s Childhood and works  
 
Mirabai was the only child of Ratna Singh 
Rathore of Merta born in 1498. She was mar-
ried to Rana Sanga’s eldest son and heir appar-
ent Bhojaraj in 1516. She was very religious 
from her childhood and a follower of the 
Krishna cult of Vaishanavism. After the death 
of her husband, she devoted herself completely 
to religious pursuits. Mirabai is said to have 
composed numerous devotional songs. Mira-
bai’s mystic poetry is remembered mostly for 
its devotion to  Hindu God Krishna. 
 
 
Famous Bhakti Saints from Maharashtra, India! 
 
Maharashtra or the land of the Marathas produced many saints, but those 
born between the thirteenth and the seventeenth centuries are famous in its 
social and cultural history. The liberal religion preached by the saint poets 
of Maharashtra is popularly known as Maharashtra Dharma, which was a 
stream of medieval Bhakti movement, but socially it was more profound, 
unitary, and far more liberal in the field of social reforms. 
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The Bhakti movement in Maharashtra centered around the shrine of 
Vithoba or Vitthal, the residing deity of Pandharpur, who was considered 
the manifestation of Krishna. This movement is also known as the Pan-
dharpur movement. The Pandharpur movement led to the development of 
Marathi literature, modification of caste exclusiveness, sanctification of 
family life, elevation of the status of women, spread of the spirit of        
humaneness and toleration, subordination of ritual to love and faith, and 
limitation of excesses of polytheism. 
 
The Bhakti movement in Maharashtra is broadly divided into two sects. 
The first school of mystics is known as Varakaris, or the mild devotees of 
God Viththala of Pandharpur, who are more emotional, theoretical, and 
abstract in their viewpoint  . The second school is known as Dharakaris, or 
the heroic followers of the cult of Ramadasa, the devotee of Lord Rama, 
who are more rational, concrete and practical in their thoughts. . The  reali-
zation of God as the highest end of human life is common to both.  
      The three great teachers of the Vithoba cult were Jnaneswar ( c. 1275 – 
1296 CE),  Namdeva and Tukanam. 
 
Sant Jnaneswar or Jnanadeva (1275 – 1296 AD) 
 
A 13th-century mystical poet-saint of Maharashtra 
who wrote a commentary of Bhagavad Gita called 
Jnaneswari at the age of 15 which served as a 
foundation of the Bhakti ideology in Maharashtra. 
He was blessed with divine knowledge and 
showed signs of greatness from his childhood. He 
is said to have performed many miracles and he 
was strictly against caste distinctions. He believed 
that the only way to attain God was through Bhak-
ti.  
He also composed “Amritanubhava” (immortal 
experience) and Bhavartha Dipika in Marathi, 
based on the philosophy of the Upanishads and 
“Haripatha”, a song admiring Hari (Vishnu). 
 
He condemned all rituals, ceremonies, and sacrifices in a religious wor-
ship. His followers are known as Varkaris. They believe in attaining the 
presence of God through religious songs or Bhajans and prayers. They 
worship Lord Vithoba whom they believe to be the incarnation of Lord 
Vishnu. 

Sant Namadev (1270 – 1350 AD) 
Sant Namadev was a Maharashtrian saint, who flourished in the first part 
of the 14th century. He was a tailor by profession, and he considered Sant 
Jnaneshwar as his guru even though he was 5 years older than him. He 
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travelled all over India with Sant Jnaneshwar and was engaged in the dis-
cussions with Sufi saints at Delhi.He believed in the equality of all men 
and advised people to follow the Bhakti Marga or the path of deep devo-
tion to God.  
 
Sant Namadev is considered one of the five 
revered gurus in the Dadupanth tradition within 
Hinduism, the other four being Dadu, Kabir, Har-
das and Ravidas. It is believed that his Abhangas 
were included in the Guru Granth Sahib and other 
religious books of the Sikhs. Like Kabir, he con-
demned the idol worship.  
He composed songs not only in Marathi but also 
in Hindi and spread the message of equality within 
and outside Maharashtra. His poetry  in Marathi 
breathes a spirit of intense love and devotion to 
God.  
 
Sant Eknath (1533 – 1599 AD) 
 
Sant Eknath belongs to 16th century and was a scholar of Varkari sampra-
daya (Vaishnavism, the branch of Hinduism that is characterized by devo-
tion to God Vishnu and his incarnations or avatars).  He was a great schol-
ar and religious poet. His beliefs and teachings were like those of the great 
Maratha saints, Jnaneshwar and Namdev. He advocated social equality and 
preached the abolition of distinctions based on class, caste, and creed. He 
did not believe in rituals, ceremonies, and other orthodox ways of worship.  
Eknath was a family man and emphasized that staying in monasteries or 
withdrawing from the world are not necessary for leading a religious life. 
He was known for resolving conflicts between 
household duties and the demands of religious 
devotion in the same manner. 
  
Ekanath was known to have enriched in Marathi 
literature and had translated various Sanskrit texts 
into Marathi. He preferred to use Marathi in his 
religious discourses and composed songs in the 
language of common people. 
He also tried to shift the emphasis of Marathi lit-
erature from spiritual to narrative composition 
and introduced a new form of Marathi religious 
song called Bharood. His Abhangas, Owees and 
Bharoods are still very popular in Maharashtra. 
 
Tukaram (1608 – 1651 AD) 
 
A 17th-century poet-saint Sant Tukaram  was a contemporary of Maratha 
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ruler Chatrapati Shivaji. Sant Tukaram was born in a Vaishya family in 
1608 AD in a village near Poona. He was deeply religious from his child-
hood. He became an ardent devotee of Pandharpur Vithala or Lord Vithoba 
(an avatar of the Hindu God, Vishnu). He visited the temple of Lord 
Vithoba at Pandharpur twice a year in the months of Ashad (June-July) and 
Kartik (October-November). 
 
Sant Tukaram composed and sang devotional 
songs which were devoted to Vithoba or 
Vitthala. He is known for his Abangas (dohas) 
in Marathi which are a rich heritage of  Gatha 
– devotional poetry and was also responsible 
for creating a background for Maratha nation-
alism (Parmaratha). 
 
He laid emphasis on community-based wor-
ship with spiritual songs called Kirtans. He 
performed kirtans  at devotional gatherings and 
sang his own devotional songs called Ab-
hangas. Thousands of people flocked to listen 
to him. He preached the virtue of piety, for-
giveness, and peace of mind.  
 
Tukaram was also influenced by  saints like Eknath and Ramdas. He  be-
lieved in Bhakti Marga or path of devotion to God. He also gave the mes-
sage of equality and brotherhood. 
 
Samarth Guru Ramdas (1608 – 1681 AD) 
Samarth Ramdas  was Shivajis chosen friend, philosopher, and guide. 
Shivaji was influenced by the ideas of both Sant Tukaram and Guru 
Ramdas. In fact, Ramdas has contributed to building the Maratha empire 
under Shivaji. 
 
 
His real name was Narayan, but he preferred 
to call himself Ramdas meaning the servant of 
Rama.He had decided to devote himself to the 
religion and to  worship of Lord Rama. He 
carried out a great amount of penance 
(tapasya) at Panchavati (Nasik), a place asso-
ciated with Lord Rama’s life in exile. Ramdas 
became a great admirer of Hanuman and 
looked upon him as the god of strength and an 
apostle of Brahmacharya.  
Guru Ramdas lived during the period when 
there was some amount of religious              
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persecution from the Muslim sultans in the Deccan. He advised the people 
to be strong enough to protect their faith. He made Lord Rama and        
Hanuman his ideals. He built several temples in honor of Hanuman in   
Maharashtra. He preached that religion is the most precious possession of 
man. 
 
He wrote Dasabhoda, a treatise on the Advaita Vedanta in the Marathi    
language which deals with a wide range of topics on the spiritual life, the 
characteristics of Guru, the necessity of Guru, the qualifications of a true 
disciple, Maya, importance of spiritual disciplines, true and false 
knowledge, Bhakti, and liberation. He was strictly against caste             
distinctions and encouraged women to take part in religious work. 
 
 
      (To be continued…) 
  
 

Ahimsa: A Hindu Challenge to Climate Change 
Gautham Reddy 

 
Our planet is sacred. This is an idea which is at the core of our spiritual 
tradition. The Earth is a beautiful goddess, Bhudevi, who is married to 
Lord Vishnu himself. In the Bhagavad Gita, Sri Krishna says, “I pervade 
the universe. All objects in the universe rest on me as pearls on the thread 
of a garland.” The Upanishads complete this vision by saying, “After creat-
ing the universe he entered into every object created.” 
 
Humans cannot be separated from the Earth. We are part of the same fami-
ly. We must protect our home by respecting all parts of it: water, land, and 
air. All life must be held in reverence, whether it is human or non-human, 
animal, or plant.  
 
As Swami Vibudhesha Teertha writes, “Hindus believe that there is soul in 
all plants and animals. One has to do penance even for killing plants and 
animals for food.” Shrivatsa Goswami notes that, “the Sanskrit for family 
is parivara, and environment is paryavarana. If we think of the environment 
as our home and all of its members as our family it is clear that the key to 
conserving nature is devotion, love—giving and serving.” 
 
These ideas are rooted in the concept of ahimsa. Ahimsa literally means 
“non-violence.” People committed to spiritual goals, who wish to serve 
God, should avoid harm and violence. Causing harm to any being goes 
against dharma.  
 
Climate change threatens plants, animals, and natural resources through the 
same processes that connect life on Earth. A spiritual mindset helps us to 
recognize the interconnectedness of all things. Or, perhaps we can say that  
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recognizing the interconnectedness of all things helps us grow spiritually. 
Either way, Hindus should be aware of the himsa, harm, that pollution in 
one place brings to life all over the world. The unchecked emission of 
greenhouse gases and other pollutants contradicts the principle of ahimsa 
because it puts many lives, whole species, in danger. More recently, we 
have learned about the dangers of microplastics and toxic rainwater. 
 
In 2009, Hindu leaders gathered to issue a declaration on climate change. 
The declaration states: “Knowing that the Divine is present everywhere 
and, in all things, Hindus strive to do no harm. We hold a deep reverence 
for life and an awareness that the great forces of nature are bound to each 
other within life’s cosmic web.”  
 
This is nothing but the noble philosophy of the Vedas – vasudhaiva kutum-
bakam, the world is one family, in practice. This world is not just the 
world of humanity but the great world of all that exists. Thus, we must 
think nobly and act grandly - sarva bhuta hita, the welfare of all beings, is 
a core part of our spiritual service to God. 
 
As Mahatma Gandhi famously said, “you must be the change you wish to 
see in the spirworld.” We must set an example for others by educating    
ourselves, committing to more sustainable lifestyles, and advocating the 
urgency of addressing climate change to our leaders.  
 
We will see great challenges in the next few decades – population          
displacement, food and water shortage, extreme weather, and                 
unprecedented new diseases. We must be prepared to respond in the future 
with     compassion. Inaction is not an option. We must encourage our 
communities to appreciate the value of ahimsa and protect our Earth and 
families from the effects of climate change.  
 

samudra-vasane devi, parvata-stana-mandite 
vishnu-patni namastubhyam, paada-sparsham kshamasva me 

 
Oh, Goddess who is draped by the ocean! Who is adorned with mountains 

for her breasts! Oh, Wife of Vishnu! Forgive me for stepping on you! 
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Kids Column 
 Krishna and Govardhan Hill  

      -By Aadhya Gangavaram 
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Kids Column 
 Bathukamma Festival  

                        - By Prekshya Rao Ponugoti 
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  This year we have celebrated temple’s 6 th Brahmostavam event in a 
grand way. Since covid times ( 2020-2021), we were doing Bhaktotsavam 
( a shorter form of anniversary event) and this year with the support of our 
priests Seshadri swamy, Prasanna swamy ,  our priest cooks Venkata Ra-
mana swamy , Goshti group, Andal Goshti and volunteers  , we were able 
to celebrate all 4 days of events and completed successfully. 
Many devotees came, participated, and got the blessings of swamy and 
Ammavaru. 
 
 We have done the procession of our Gods on Garuda and Hanuman Va-
hanams around the  temple area with Bhajans , dancing and keerthans.  
 The cultural committee coordinated 3 days of  programs ( Music and 
Dance programs) by local artists and  devotees enjoyed a lot. 
 
 Delicious   Free Lunch was offered to all devotees on the day of Srinivasa 
kalyanam. Andal Goshti had  prepared a lot of snacks that were offered to 
swamy and then was distributed to all devotees as prasadams. 
 On the last day, we have concluded with Sri vari 108 kalasa                  
Abhishekam , Pushpa yagam and sahasra deepa alankaram and local artists 
performances in front of Gods. 
 
 SV temple Management would like to thank all our Garlands, pujas,      
Materials for prasadam preparation and vastram sponsors and  also thanks 
to all our volunteers who supported these 4 days of events and made  the 
event very successful. 

SV Temple’s 6 th Brahmostavam event        
August 4-7, 2022 

Photos from Brahmostavam Event        
August 4-7, 2022 

Purnahuthi Kalyanam Ramanuja Moolavar 
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Photos from Brahmostavam Event        
August 4-7, 2022 

Venkateswara Swamy  Lakshmi Devi 

Sahasra Deepalankarana Cultural Program 
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Upcoming Events and Festivals 

 
Date Event 

August 30 Ganesh chaturthi 

September 3 Ganesh Nimarjan 

September 26 Sharad Navaratri Begins 

October 2 Saraswathi Puja 

October 3-4 Durga Ashtami, Maharnavami and       
Vijaya Dasami 

October 24 Deepavali/ Diwali 

October 26 Karthika Masam Begins 

November 7 Karthika Deepotsavam / Karthika       
Pournami 

December 3 Geetha Jayanthi 

December 16 Dhanurmasam Begins 

Hanumantha Vahana Seva Garuda Vahana Seva 
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Photos from Brahmostavam Event        
August 4-7, 2022 

Temple Priests performing the Kalyanam Event 

Sahasra Kalasabhishekam 
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We are inviting all readers, devotees, followers, students, teachers, and 
writers, etc. to submit devotional stories, essays, and experiences to S.V. 
Temple Newsletter editor. After newsletter committee’s review, selected 
articles will be published in the upcoming issues of the newsletter. Editor 
of the newsletter will have all the rights to modify the articles to address 
language, grammar, and space-constraint issues. Since the audience of this 
newsletter comes from various age groups, we request you to send articles 
that everybody can understand. Make sure that your articles are helpful in 
educating the readers in devotional field and encourage them to follow 
dharma. Also, you can send comments on the published articles and ideas 
for new articles that you want to see. You can email your articles to 
news@svtemplemn.org. 

Comments and Articles 

INTRODUCTION OF OUR  

NEW PRIEST COOK  

On July 29 th  , 2022  , Sri Venkata Ramana Battaru joined SV temple as 
our priest cook. 
 
He is a Vaishnava priest , trained in Pacharatra 
Agamam  and supporting our temple priests in  
temple  daily rituals like Archana, Aaradhana and 
Naivedyam. 
He is a trained priest in making  variety of pra-
sadams for Gods . Since he came, we started ( our 
temple signature )  making Tamarind pulihora  on 
weekends and Laddu and Mixture for snacks  that 
are available to devotees in temple.  
 

He has worked as a full time prasadams prepara-
tion priest for 18 yrs  in vizag before he came to SV temple  at Sri Venka-
teswara temple, Vizag. 
He is married and has 2 grown children. He speaks fluently Telugu, Hindi 
and Oriya  languages.  
 

“ Welcome to   Venkata Ramana swamy .” 
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Temple Hours: 
The temple is open weekdays from 9:30 AM to Noon & 5:30 PM to 8:00 PM 
Saturday and Sunday from 9:30 AM to 8:00 PM 
Please visit www.svtemplemn.org for COVID related Temple Hours. 

Thanks from S.V. Temple: 
S.V. Temple earnestly thank all the generous donors, wonderful  
devotees, learned priests and dedicated volunteers that help to make 
our Temple a marvelous place of worship. 

 
Paropakaram Vahanti Nadya 
Paropakaram Duhanti Gaaya  

Paropakaram Phalanti Vriksha  
Paropakaram Idam Shareeram  

 

Paropkaram means helping others without expecting anything in return 
from them. ‘Rivers flow to benefit others (Paropkar), Cows give milk to 

benefit others (Paropkar) Trees bear fruits for others (Paropkar), similarly 
our body has given to us to benefit others (Paropkar). 


